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ECOSOC e-discussion on Implementing the 2030 

Agenda: Moving from Commitments to Results  

Final contribution (25 March 2016) 
 

Scope and implications 
 

the 2030 Agenda in different development contexts?  

The multi-stakeholder Task Team on CSO Development Effectiveness and Enabling Environment 

 

comprising inclusive voice, inclusive action and inclusive results  and that this approach can be 

put into practice  in different development contexts by ensuring multi-stakeholder engagement in 

the design, implementation and review of national level policies and plans for the 2030 Agenda.  

 

Inclusive voice is concerned with access and building ownership. As such, the Task Team 

recommends the establishment of institutionalized and inclusive spaces where the voices of various 

stakeholders (e.g. poor and excluded groups, civil society, local governments and private sector 

actors amongst others) can be heard when designing, implementing and monitoring national-level 

development policies and plans for the 2030 Agenda. Noting t

individuals, groups and communities, the 

important role of civil society merits separate mention. Indeed, civil society has the capacity to 

reach, empower and increase the voice of poor and marginalized populations that may experience 

systematic exclusion and discrimination in development processes, thereby drawing attention to  

particular issues that otherwise may have been ignored. Civil society therefore has a key role in 

helping to ensure the inclusion of different stakeholder perspectives, raising awareness of national-

level plans, and holding governments and development partners to account for their 

commitments.   

 

Building s, inclusive action recognizes that 

different stakeholders have different and complementary roles to play in the implementation of 

inclusive policies and programmes. Governments can put inclusive action into practice at national 

level by engaging other stakeholders in implementation, monitoring and review of the 2030 

Agenda. Governments can do so meaningfully and effectively by establishing the aforementioned 

inclusive multi-stakeholder spaces for dialogue and engagement. In addition, for civil society (as an 

independent development actor) and other stakeholders to be able to contribute to realization of 

the 2030 Agenda  individually or through multi-stakeholder partnerships  they need an 

environment that is conducive to their engagement. As such, the operationalization of inclusive 

action also requires the establishment of an enabling environment. For civil society, such an 

enabling environment in law, policy and practice must be in line with internationally agreed rights. 

This is particularly relevant in light of major challenges civil society faces in many countries where 

the space in which they can operate is shrinking. 

 

Finally, inclusiveness of results is about making sure that all segments of society  particularly the 

poorest and most marginalized populations  reap the benefits of progress and results. 

Inclusiveness of results can be seen as the ultimate aim of the 2030 Agenda, which recognizes that 
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global challen Inclusive voice 

and inclusive action are crucial for the attainment of inclusive results. Never has it been more 

timely than it is now for taking a collaborative and integrated approach towards inclusion in voice, 

actions and results to help the global community progress toward what the UN Secretary General 

 

  

 

 Policy Advisor with the Task Team Secretariat). 
The paper is available on teamworks (https://www.unteamworks.org/node/433519), the GPEDC 
website (http://effectivecooperation.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Inclusive-Development-HLM-
Discussion-Paper-April-10-final1.pdf), and the Task Team website 
(https://taskteamcso.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/inclusive-development-hlm-discussion-paper-
final.pdf).  

 

National implementation 
 

What steps are necessary to ensure that all stakeholders can readily exchange information 

peer exchange  be established and nurtured?   

Herewith the multi-stakeholder Task Team on CSO Development Effectiveness and Enabling 

Environment wishes to offer suggestions on steps to ensure stakeholders can readily exchange 

information and experience. The 2030 Agenda is grounded in the principle of partnership, which 

stems from a recognition that governments cannot be the sole agent for development. Indeed 

individual institutional efforts and joint collaboration of various stakeholders  each with their own 

resources and comparative advantages  are needed to tackle the complex challenges the 2030 

Agenda seeks to address. Meaningful and effective stakeholder engagement that includes exchange 

of information and sharing of experiences is crucial to realize the SDGs. This can be operationalized 

through the establishment of institutionalized multi-stakeholder spaces for dialogue where the 

voices of multiple stakeholders can be heard in the design, implementation and review of national-

level development policies and plans for the 2030 Agenda.  

 

Another way to facilitate stakeholders exchanging information and experience is through multi-

stakeholder engagement in follow-up and review. The Secretary General calls for such a multi-

stakeholder approach in his Report on Follow-

conducting multi-stakeholder follow-up and review, the Task Team recommends looking at the 

monitoring framework of the Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation (GPEDC). 

This monitoring framework can be used as a source of inspiration in light of its emphasis on multi-

stakeholder engagement and mutual accountability across stakeholders in reviewing progress at 

country-level. Like follow-up and review for the 2

exercise is voluntary and state-led. As such, it offers a complement to follow-up and review of the 

2030 Agenda that would not create an additional reporting burden on the many participating 

GPEDC governments.  
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Follow-up and review 
 

What are the key components of a comprehensive national review process? What capacities 

will need to be strengthened at the national level in order to conduct the necessary reviews? 

How can accountability and transparency of the review process be supported?  

Given that the 2030 Agenda is grounded in the principle of partnership and participation, the Task 

Team on CSO Development Effectiveness and Enabling Environment believes a key component of 

a comprehensive national review process is multi-stakeholder engagement. The importance of 

engaging various stakeholders, including civil society amongst others, is reflected in various parts 

of the 2030 Agenda. In terms of implementation, this is clearly reflected in Goal 17 on the Means of 

Implementation. Yet the call for multi-stakeholder engagement extends beyond implementation to 

follow-up and review. As noted in the Report of the Secretary General on Follow-Up and Review, 

[follow-up and review] must carry forward the spirit of partnership and the enthusiastic civil society 

and busi  and inspire a multi-stakeholder approach to implementation 

(para. 3). The report also notes that review of the 2030 Agenda will support reporting by all relevant 

stakeholders, that it is critical to engage major groups and other stakeholders throughout review at 

all levels, and that multi-stakeholder engagement will contribute to accountability and transparency 

of the process.   

 

As regards the  of conducting multi-stakeholder follow-up and review, the Task Team 

recommends looking at the monitoring framework of the Global Partnership for Effective 

Development Cooperation (GPEDC). This monitoring framework can be used as a source of 

inspiration in light of its emphasis on multi-stakeholder engagement and mutual accountability 

across stakeholders in reviewing progress at country-level. Like follow-up and review for the 2030 

-led. As such, it offers a 

complement to follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda that would not create an additional 

reporting burden on the many participating GPEDC governments.  

 

Note that the GPEDC monitoring framework  or particular elements thereof  can also be used to 

monitor elements of the 2030 Agenda. For example, Indicator Two of the GPEDC monitoring 

ed as a multi-purpose indicator that 

addresses the engagement of civil society as part of Goal 16 on peaceful and inclusive societies and 

Goal 17 on civil society partnerships as a means of implementation.  

 

With respect to what is needed to enable multi-stakeholder engagement in follow-up and review, 

the Task Team underlines the need for an environment that is conducive to the engagement of 

various stakeholders. This is particularly relevant for civil society, in light of major challenges civil 

society faces in many countries where the space in which they can operate is shrinking. An enabling 

environment for civil society must be established in law, policy and practice. Such an enabling 

environment must be consistent with internationally agreed rights and fundamental freedoms on 

which the 2030 Agenda is grounded and as encompassed in Goal 16 Target 10. Multi-stakeholder 

engagement in follow-up and review is a most welcome approach, but can only be realized if civil 

society freedoms are protected thereby enabling civil society to perform its critical role as 

independent development actor.  
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